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Part XIJJ. of ‘“ Cunciform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, &c.,” contains texts 
from fifty-three baked clay tablets and fragments of the Kouyunjik and other 
collections. The texts are mythological legends and may be divided into the 


following classes :— 


(1.) Texts belonging to the Creation series styled by the Assyrians “ Enuma 
ELISH,” “When in the height,” from the two opening words of the first 
tablet of the series. The poem describes the birth of the gods, the battle 
of the god Marduk with the monster Tiamat, and the creation of the world 


by Marduk. 


(2.) Miscellaneous Legends of the Creation. Under this heading are given a 
second version of the battle with the Dragon, the text of a tablet referring 
to the creation of beasts, and a completely different version of the narrative 


of the creation, in which no contest with a dragon is mentioned. 


(3.) Legends of early Babylonian kings. ‘The legends form a distinct class and 
include texts relating to Sargon, king of Agade, about 8.c. 3800, and his 
son Naram-Sin, about 3.c. 3750; Dungi, king of Ur, about x.c. 2500; 
Libit-Ishtar, king of Isin, about u.c. 2300; Khammurabi, king of Babylon, 
about B.c. 2200; and. Nebuchadnezzar 1., king of Babylon, about B.c. 


1120, 


In the following Plates an attempt has been made to place in the hands of 
students the whole of the Babylonian and Assyrian material preserved in the British 
Museum relating to two important groups of legends concerning the creation of the 
world and the mythical origins and deeds of some of the carliest and most famous 
kings of Mesopotamia. The true character of the texts inscribed upon the larger and 
more clearly written Assyrian fragments containing the principal legend of the 
Creation was recognized by the late General Sir H. C. Rawlinson, Bart., G.C.B., as 
far back as 1865, but it was not till some ten years later that the late Mr. George 
Smith published translations of a selection of them with brief remarks, in which he 
pointed out the resemblance between certain portions of the legend and passages in 
the early chapters of the Book of Genesis (see Chaldean Genesis, London, 1876 ; 
and Zvansactions of the Society of Biblical Archeology, Vol. \V., 1876). Since 
that time the fragments published by Mr. George Smith have been frequently 
examined and commented on by Assyriologists, and several renderings of them have 
appeared in English, French and German ; but no collected edition of the cuneiform 
texts has hitherto been made. In the present work will be found copies of a 
relatively large number of Creation fragments, the texts of which have remained 
unpublished ; among those of special interest is No 38,396 (see Plate 4), which 


supplies a large portion of the missing text of the Second Creation Tablet. An 


important unnumbered fragment of a duplicate text of the last tablet of the Creation 
Series, which was used by Mr. George Smith in the preparation of his published 
copy referred to above, was after his death lost sight of for about twenty-five years ; 
during the re-examination of the collections, however, in the year 1900, it was 


identified, and it now bears the number K. 9267 (see Plate 28). 


The legends of early Babylonian kings given on Plates 44-50 are here 


published for the first time. 


The copies have been made by Mr. L. W. King, M.A., Assistant in the 


Department. 


E. A. WALLIS BUDGE, 


DEPARTMENT oF EGYPTIAN AND ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, 


British Museum. 


May 11TH, T901, 


CON FEN TS, 


I. The Series of Tablets called by the Assyrians “ ENUMA ELISH,” describing the 
Creation of the World :— 


1. Tablet I. [K. 5419¢, No. 93,015 ($2-7-14, 402), 81-7-27, 80, and K. 3938]. 


The first Tablet describes the time when the heavens and the carth were 
not, and when the primeval water-gods, Apsii and Tiamat, alone existed ; 
subsequently the great gods were created, and Apsft and Tiamat revolted 
against them. The Tablet ends with an account of the monsters which 
Tiamat created to help her in the fight with the gods ... 


2. Tablet IT. {No. 38,396, K. 4832, 79-7-8, 178, and K. 292]. 


The second Tablet records how Anshar sent Anu to appease Tiamat, but 
he met with no success. Whereupon Anshar appealed to his son Marduk to 
fight Tiamat on behalf of the gods and to slay her, Marduk consented to do 
so, and requested that the gods should be summoned to ratify his appointment 
as their champion 


3. Lablet 117. [K. 3473 + 79-7-8, 296 + R. 615, K. 6650, No. 93,017 (88-4-19, 13), 
K. 8575, K. 8324, 83-1-18, 2116, 83-1-18, 1868, and 82-9-18, 1403]. 


The third Tablet tells how Anshar sent Gaga his minister to summon 
Lakhmu and Lakhamu and the other gods to an assembly. The gods met in 
Upshukkinaku, their council chamber, where they feasted at a banquet in 
honour of Marduk 


4. Tablet IV. [No. 93,016 (82-9-18, 3737), K. 3437 + R. 641, R. 2, 83, No. 93,051, 
79-7-8, 251, K. 5420¢]. 

The fourth Tablet contains an account of the election of Marduk to be 
the champion of the gods, who conferred supreme power upon him ; Marduk 
tested the magical powers which had been given to him by making a 
garment to disappear and reappear. He then armed himself for the fight and 
set out in his chariot, accompanied by the winds which he had created. He 
slew Tiamat and routed her followers, and after the battle he cut her body in 
halves, with one of which he covered the heavens 


Tablet Vi—[K. 3567 + K. 8588, K. 8526, and K. 3449a]. 


The fifth Tablet records the creation of the stars by Marduk, the 
stablishing of the year, and the appointment of the Moon to determine the 
days ... 


6, Miscellaneous Fragmenis.—[Kk. 14,949, K. 12,0000, K. 3445 + R. 396, K. 8522 
and K. 9267]. 


It is uncertain how many Tablets, or numbered sections, the Creation 
Series contained. Under this section are given the texts of a number of 
fragments which most probably belong to the Serics ; thus K. 8322 and its 
duplicate K. 9267 are no doubt parts of the last Tablet of the Series, and they 
contain a number of addresses to the god Marduk in his character of 
champion of the gods and creator of the world. The text ends with an 
epilogue which enjoins the study of the poem and promises prosperity to 
those who make known to others its contents- ... 


Plates. 


7-33 


22-23 


7, [K. 3364, K. 7067, K. 10,791, K. 8572, K. 11,048, K. 12,000, R. 982 + 80-7-18, 178, 
and S. 747.] 


In this section are given the texts of a number of tablets, which on 
insufficient evidence have been assigned to the Creation Series. S. 747 secms 
to be part of an Assyrian Commentary to the last Tablet of the Series 


II. Other Creation Legends :-— 


t. Another version of the battle with the dragon. In this account the fight does 
not precede the creation of the world, and details are given as to the dragon’s 
size [R. 282]... 


2. An account of the creation of the beasts of the field and of the cattle of the 
field (D.T. 41] 


3. An account of the creation of the world by Marduk and the goddess Aruru. 
The text is written both in Sumerian and Babylonian [82-5-22, 1048] 


IIT. Legends of Early Kings ee 
1. Legend of an ancient king of Cuthah [K. 5418¢ and K. 5640] ... 


we 


Legend of Sargon, king of Agade [K. 3401 + S. 2118, K. 4470, and No. 47,449] 
Legend of Naram-Sin, the son of Sargon [8t-2-4, 219] ... 
Legend referring to Dungi, king ef Ur [K. 8508]... 


. Legend referring to Libit-Ishtar, king of Isin [K. 2973] ... 


Xu fF & 


Legend referring to Khammurabi, king of Babylon [ Bu. 91--5-9, 221] ... 


x 


Legend of Nebuchadnezzar I., king of Babylon [K. 3426] 


x 


Legends of early kings [K. 4541 and K. 786:] 
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PLATE 4. 


CREATION SERIES, TABLET II. 
No, 38,396. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET il. PLATE 5. 
OBVERSE, K. 4832. REVERSE. 





[BROKEN SURFACE} 









i 
ae: 


; 


ih 
Bik 





CREATION SERIES, TABLET il. PLATE 6. 
79-7-8, 178. 


OBVERSE. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET Ill. — 
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K. 3473+79-7-8, 296+R». 615. 
REVERSE. (CONTINUED) K.6650. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET Ill. PLATE 10. 
No. 93,017 [88-4-19, 13]. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET ill PLATE 11. 
~ No, 93,017 [88-4-19, 13]. 


REVERSE. 









a 8 FS re EL SE FST ral 
HRI KEY Hee ART & 
Feel 8 AE LE FE Ee IE 00 
BET EE ee rk OA OU 
Red Rae TH Oe ARIS A 
BXee ey Ub EOE We” 
at ot AS A aie EA OY 
FE Geek FC ee 85 










Fadl TE EE TT 
Tf Beli SHA SK OH Sf 
ae Lr <4 OME Da Pe 
OE rr SEK Ge TH <P RK GR 
A BE EM foe <r BT} 90 
{RES rT RE rE RTECS 3 

Hoe Perl Ray pe oH PL ome 
wee Seer Tee a sf FF 
we Sree ek « SM EA AR 
rob wt Se oe LP eT eee tk | % 
HE PE Sob ee ORL PS 
FRR EL Pent IAP RP TT 
rf SAE eK Se ae ot gy 
HTT RA AAT Yee Se XK 
i a OLR SE a 
A EY RY WEE oT oh oo Se SY 
TA SA Roped Oe Be A a SY 
piped taba ladiN oath Sakial HEE OR 

; cre 









90 














100 100 






105 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET ll. 
OBVERSE. K. 8575. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET Ill. 
82-9-18, 1403! 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET IV. 


No. 93,016 [82-9-18, 3737]. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET Iv. 
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CREATION SERIES, TABLET IV. 
K. 3437+Rm. 641. 
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PLATE 22. 
CREATION SERIES, TABLET V. 
K. 3567+K. 8588. 
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PLATE 23. 
CREATION SERIES, TABLET V. 
K. 8526. 


OBVERSE. REVERSE. 
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PLATE 24. 
CREATION SERIES, UNNUMBERED TABLETS. 


K.14949, 
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PLATE 25. 


GREATION SERIES, UNNUMBERED TABLETS. 
K. 3445+Ry. 396. 
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PLATE 26. 
CREATION SERIES, UNNUMBERED TABLETS. 
K. 8522. 


OBVERSE. 
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PLATE 28. 


CREATION SERIES, UNNUMBERED TABLETS. 


K. 9267. 
OBVERSE. 
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K. 3364. PLATE 29. 


OBVERSE. 





| BROKEN SURFACE} 


K. 3364. PLATE 30. 
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PLATE 31. 
K. 7067. K.10791. 
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OBVERSE. 





$.747. 
OBVERSE. 


REVERSE. 










[BROKEN SURFACE] 












t pr yer TERE nt — Bo, 

re oF IF AIT & PHT OMT <p <BEET HT FP 
6 A S6- ARL EMT LEE HE ETP op Te RGSS ESOC FESR RTI 
wk CHER EY v Mr AIA < eT ory OT NG 






'BROKEN SURFACE] 








So $A RTF RA EAST SEK ETE SE Et 
REE GEL SY SE re oooh ET RL Oe ES ERT ETPRTIRERC 












‘te ALVWI1d 


PLATE 33. 
OTHER CREATION LEGENDS. 
Rw. 282. 


OBVERSE. 
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PLATE 34. 
OTHER CREATION LEGENDS. 
Rm. 282. 
REVERSE. 
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PLATE 36. 


OTHER CREATION LEGENDS. 
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PLATE 37. 
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OTHER CREATION LEGENDS. 


PLATE 38. 


OTHER CREATION LEGENDS. | 
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PLATE 39. 


LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 
[LEGEND OF AN ANCIENT KING OF CUTHAH.] 
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PLATE 40. 


LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS, 
[LEGEND OF AN ANCIENT KING OF. CUTHAH.] 
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PLATE 41. 


LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 
[LEGEND OF AN ANCIENT KING OF CUTHAH.] 


(aovauas 





Nanoud | 


“SSHRARY 








‘Ores 





‘aSYSAEO 


LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. PLATE 42. 
[LEGEND OF SARGON, KING OF AGADE.] 
_K. 340148, 2118. 
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: PLATE 44. 
LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 


[LEGEND OF NARAN-SIN, THE SON OF SARGON.] 
81-2-4,219, 


OBVERSE. 
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PLATE 45. 


LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 
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LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 


PLATE 46. 
[MENTION OF HAMMURABI, KING OF BABYLON. ] 
Bu. 91-5-9, 221. 
OBVERSE. 
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LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. PLATE 47. 


[MENTION OF HAMMURABI, KING OF BABYLON.] 
Bu. 91-5-9, 221. 


REVERSE. 
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LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. PLATE 48, 
[LEGEND OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR |, KING OF BABYLON.] 
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LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. 


K. 45414. PLATE 49. 
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LEGENDS OF EARLY KINGS. PLATE: 50. 


K. 7861. 
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